
La construction du système politique des États-Unis
Partie 1 – Naissance du régime et fondations constitutionnelles (1776 – 1803)
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Déclaration d'indépendance, copie sur parchemin
(National Archives)

4 juillet 1776

Déclaration
d'indépendance

Rupture avec la monarchie britannique :
les Treize Colonies se proclament
indépendantes. Le texte fonde le
pouvoir sur le consentement des
gouvernés.

Sources
1.1 National Archives – Milestone Documents
1.2 National Archives – Declaration History
1.3 Library of Congress – Research Guide
+ 1 autre en bibliographie

Articles de la Confédération, première page
(National Archives)

1er mars 1781

Articles de la
Confédération

Première constitution : une alliance
lâche d'États souverains, sans exécutif
ni justice fédérale, et un Congrès sans
pouvoir fiscal. Ses faiblesses mènent à
la Convention de 1787.

Sources
2.1 National Archives – Milestone Documents
2.2 National Archives – Historical Docs
2.3 U.S. Senate Manual (GovInfo)
+ 1 autre en bibliographie

Constitution des États-Unis, page 1 « We the
People » (National Archives)

17 sept. 1787 / 1789

Constitution fédérale
Constitution actuelle : État fédéral,
séparation des pouvoirs (Congrès,
président, Cour suprême) et freins et
contrepoids. Signée en 1787, en
vigueur le 4 mars 1789.

Sources
3.1 National Archives – Milestone Documents
3.2 National Archives – A More Perfect Union
3.3 Library of Congress – Research Guide
+ 1 autre en bibliographie

Bill of Rights, résolution du Congrès de 1789
proposant 12 amendements (National Archives)

15 déc. 1791

Bill of Rights
Première révision : les 10 premiers
amendements garantissent les libertés
fondamentales (expression, religion,
presse, procès équitable) et limitent le
pouvoir fédéral.

Sources
4.1 National Archives – Milestone Documents
4.2 National Archives – How Did It Happen?
4.3 Library of Congress – Today in History
+ 1 autre en bibliographie

Marbury v. Madison : ordonnance de la Cour
suprême (rule to show cause), décembre 1801

(National Archives)

24 févr. 1803

Marbury v. Madison
La Cour suprême s'attribue le contrôle
de constitutionnalité (judicial review) et
devient un contre-pouvoir face au
Congrès et au président, sans révision
du texte.

Sources
5.1 National Archives – Milestone Documents
5.2 Library of Congress – U.S. Reports 5 U.S.

137
5.3 Federal Judicial Center
+ 1 autre en bibliographie
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Résolutions du Congrès proposant les 13e, 14e et
15e amendements (National Archives)

1865 – 1870

Amendements de la
Reconstruction

13e : abolition de l'esclavage. 14e :
citoyenneté et égale protection
imposées aux États. 15e : vote sans
discrimination raciale. Le pouvoir
fédéral se renforce face aux États.

Sources
6.1 National Archives – 14th Amendment
6.2 National Archives – 15th Amendment
6.3 U.S. House – History, Art & Archives
+ 2 autres en bibliographie

17e amendement, résolution conjointe du Congrès
(National Archives)

8 avril 1913

17e amendement
Les sénateurs sont désormais élus
directement par les citoyens, et non
plus désignés par les législatures des
États : le Sénat change de légitimité.

Sources
7.1 National Archives – Milestone Documents
7.2 National Archives – Notification de

ratification
7.3 U.S. Senate
+ 1 autre en bibliographie

19e amendement, résolution conjointe du Congrès
(National Archives)

18 août 1920

19e amendement
Droit de vote des femmes au niveau
national : le corps électoral est
quasiment doublé.

Sources
8.1 National Archives – Milestone Documents
8.2 U.S. House – History, Art & Archives
8.3 Library of Congress – 19th Amendment
+ 1 autre en bibliographie

Caricatures de presse : « We demand a New Deal!
» (John Baer) et « Qualifying test for Supreme

Court jobs » (1937)

1933 – 1937

New Deal et court-packing
L'État fédéral et la présidence
s'étendent (Social Security Act, 1935).
Le plan de Roosevelt pour élargir la
Cour suprême est rejeté par le Sénat en
juillet 1937, mais la Cour finit par
valider le New Deal.

Sources
9.1 Social Security Administration
9.2 Cornell Law Library
9.3 Living New Deal
+ 1 autre en bibliographie

Chicago Tribune, 1er mai 1974 : publication des
transcriptions des bandes du Watergate

24 juil. – 9 août 1974

Watergate et U.S. v. Nixon
La Cour suprême oblige Nixon à
remettre ses enregistrements : le
privilège exécutif n'est pas absolu.
Nixon démissionne ; des lois encadrent
ensuite l'exécutif et le financement des
campagnes.

Sources
10.1 Justia – 418 U.S. 683
10.2 National Constitution Center
10.3 Congressional Research Service
+ 2 autres en bibliographie
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1. 4 juillet 1776 – Déclaration d'indépendance
1.1 National Archives, « Declaration of Independence (1776) », Milestone Documents.

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/declaration-of-independence
1.2 National Archives, « The Declaration of Independence: A History ».

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-history
1.3 Library of Congress, « Declaration of Independence: Primary Documents in American History ».

https://guides.loc.gov/declaration-of-independence
1.4 National Constitution Center, « The Declaration of Independence: Annotated ».

https://constitutioncenter.org/declaration/annotated-declaration

2. 1er mars 1781 – Articles de la Confédération
2.1 National Archives, « Articles of Confederation (1777) », Milestone Documents.

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/articles-of-confederation
2.2 National Archives, « America's Historical Documents: Articles of Confederation ».

https://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/articles-of-confederation
2.3 U.S. Senate Manual, 107e Congrès, S. Doc. 107-1, « Articles of Confederation – Historical Background »,

GovInfo.
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/SMAN-107/html/SMAN-107-pg935.htm

2.4 Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School, The Avalon Project, « Articles of Confederation: March 1,
1781 ».
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/artconf.asp

3. 17 sept. 1787 / 1789 – Constitution fédérale
3.1 National Archives, « Constitution of the United States (1787) », Milestone Documents.

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/constitution
3.2 National Archives, « A More Perfect Union: The Creation of the U.S. Constitution ».

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/more-perfect-union
3.3 Library of Congress, « U.S. Constitution: Primary Documents in American History ».

https://guides.loc.gov/constitution
3.4 Library of Virginia, « United States Constitution, September 17, 1787 ».

https://www.lva.virginia.gov/collections/educator-resources/online-classroom/stc/entries/united-states-
constitution-september-17-1787

4. 15 déc. 1791 – Bill of Rights
4.1 National Archives, « Bill of Rights (1791) », Milestone Documents.

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/bill-of-rights
4.2 National Archives, « The Bill of Rights: How Did It Happen? ».

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights/how-did-it-happen
4.3 Library of Congress, « Today in History – December 15 ».

https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/december-15/
4.4 National Archives, Center for Legislative Archives, « The Bill of Rights ».

https://www.archives.gov/legislative/features/bor

5. 24 févr. 1803 – Marbury v. Madison
5.1 National Archives, « Marbury v. Madison (1803) », Milestone Documents.

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/marbury-v-madison
5.2 Library of Congress, U.S. Reports, « Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803) ».

https://www.loc.gov/item/usrep005137/
5.3 Federal Judicial Center, « Marbury v. Madison », Cases that Shaped the Federal Courts.

https://www.fjc.gov/history/cases/cases-that-shaped-the-federal-courts/marbury-v-madison
5.4 Legal Information Institute, Cornell Law School, texte de l'arrêt 5 U.S. 137.

https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/5/137

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/declaration-of-independence
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-history
https://guides.loc.gov/declaration-of-independence
https://constitutioncenter.org/declaration/annotated-declaration
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/articles-of-confederation
https://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/articles-of-confederation
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/SMAN-107/html/SMAN-107-pg935.htm
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/artconf.asp
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/constitution
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/more-perfect-union
https://guides.loc.gov/constitution
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/collections/educator-resources/online-classroom/stc/entries/united-states-constitution-september-17-1787
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/collections/educator-resources/online-classroom/stc/entries/united-states-constitution-september-17-1787
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/bill-of-rights
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights/how-did-it-happen
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/december-15/
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/features/bor
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/marbury-v-madison
https://www.loc.gov/item/usrep005137/
https://www.fjc.gov/history/cases/cases-that-shaped-the-federal-courts/marbury-v-madison
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/5/137
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6. 1865 – 1870 – Amendements de la Reconstruction
6.1 National Archives, « 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Civil Rights (1868) », Milestone

Documents.
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/14th-amendment

6.2 National Archives, « 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Voting Rights (1870) », Milestone
Documents.
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/15th-amendment

6.3 U.S. House of Representatives, History, Art & Archives, « The Fourteenth Amendment ».
https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1851-1900/1866_06_13_14thAmendment/

6.4 Library of Congress, « 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Primary Documents ».
https://guides.loc.gov/14th-amendment/digital-collections

6.5 National Constitution Center, « Amendment XIV », Drafting Table.
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/drafting-table/item/amendment-xiv

7. 8 avril 1913 – 17e amendement
7.1 National Archives, « 17th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Direct Election of U.S. Senators (1913) ».

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/17th-amendment
7.2 National Archives, Center for Legislative Archives, « Notification of Ratification of the 17th Amendment

».
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/features/17th-amendment/notification.html

7.3 U.S. Senate, « Direct Election of Senators / Seventeenth Amendment ».
https://www.senate.gov/about/origins-foundations/senate-and-constitution/seventeenth-amendment.h
tm

7.4 U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, « Notification of the Ratification of the Seventeenth Amendment, May 31,
1913 ».
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/artifact/notification-ratification-seventeenth-amendment-may-31-1913

8. 18 août 1920 – 19e amendement
8.1 National Archives, « 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Women's Right to Vote (1920) ».

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/19th-amendment
8.2 U.S. House of Representatives, History, Art & Archives, « The 19th Amendment ».

https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1901-1950/The-19th-Amendment/
8.3 Library of Congress, « 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Primary Documents ».

https://guides.loc.gov/19th-amendment
8.4 National Archives, Educator Resources, « Woman Suffrage and the 19th Amendment ».

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/woman-suffrage

9. 1933 – 1937 – New Deal et court-packing
9.1 Social Security Administration, « Constitutional Background of the Social Security Act of 1935 », Social

Security Bulletin, vol. 50, n° 1.
https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v50n1/v50n1p5.pdf

9.2 Cornell Law Library, « On this day in history – July 22, 1937 » (rejet du court-packing plan).
https://blog.law.cornell.edu/library/2010/07/22

9.3 Living New Deal (Université de Californie, Berkeley), « New Deal Programs ».
https://livingnewdeal.org/history-of-the-new-deal/programs/

9.4 History.com Editors, « FDR announces court-packing plan ».
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/february-5/roosevelt-announces-court-packing-plan

10. 24 juil. – 9 août 1974 – Watergate et U.S. v. Nixon
10.1 Justia, « United States v. Nixon, 418 U.S. 683 (1974) ».

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/418/683/
10.2 National Constitution Center, « United States v. Nixon (Tapes Case) », Supreme Court Case Library.

https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/united-states-v-nixon-tapes-
case

10.3 Congressional Research Service, « Presidential Claims of Executive Privilege », rapport R47102.
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R47102

10.4 Legal Information Institute, Cornell Law School, texte de l'arrêt 418 U.S. 683.
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/418/683

10.5 Harvard Law Today, « Are presidents above the law? 50 years ago, the Supreme Court said no ».
https://hls.harvard.edu/today/are-presidents-above-the-law-50-years-ago-the-supreme-court-said-no/

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/14th-amendment
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/15th-amendment
https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1851-1900/1866_06_13_14thAmendment/
https://guides.loc.gov/14th-amendment/digital-collections
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/drafting-table/item/amendment-xiv
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/17th-amendment
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/features/17th-amendment/notification.html
https://www.senate.gov/about/origins-foundations/senate-and-constitution/seventeenth-amendment.htm
https://www.senate.gov/about/origins-foundations/senate-and-constitution/seventeenth-amendment.htm
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/artifact/notification-ratification-seventeenth-amendment-may-31-1913
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/19th-amendment
https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1901-1950/The-19th-Amendment/
https://guides.loc.gov/19th-amendment
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/woman-suffrage
https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v50n1/v50n1p5.pdf
https://blog.law.cornell.edu/library/2010/07/22
https://livingnewdeal.org/history-of-the-new-deal/programs/
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/february-5/roosevelt-announces-court-packing-plan
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https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/united-states-v-nixon-tapes-case
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/united-states-v-nixon-tapes-case
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https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/418/683
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